UNIT PLAN
Cushing Academy, Summer Session

Advanced Listening and Speaking: Topics in American Culture
“Digital Video Project”
Setting:

The class consists of about 10-15 students. The class meets five times a week for two hour class sessions. The class consists of international high school students studying English in the United States in a summer study abroad session.  Students are from many countries outside the U.S., but mostly Europe. The students have advanced level English skills, but some may be high-intermediate.

Background:

This unit is part of a five week course entitled “Topics in American Culture.” Prior to the digital video project unit, students explore various topics in American culture, including fast food, immigration, the U.S. Election, and the environment. This unit is for two weeks and includes activities to prepare students to complete a digital video project about a topic in the local community. Though groups are free to choose any topic, some examples include intramural sports, the cafeteria food, the school administration, recycling, and dorm life.
Objectives:
Students will be able to:
· Work in groups to create a narrated digital video using iMovie or Movie Maker.
· Learn skills and computer technology tools to create a digital video about an issue affecting the local community. 
· Gain insights into these topics by participating in classroom activities, workshops, computer lab sessions, group discussions, student-led presentations, and community interactions.
Assignments and Assessment:
	50%
	Digital Video Project: Students work in groups of 2-3 to create a digital video using iMovie or MovieMaker. 

	10%
	Presentation: Each group will give a five-minute presentation on their digital video project

	10%
	Handout: Groups will write a brief, 1 page summary of the project which will be given to their classmates on the day of their presentation.

	10%
	Reflection Paper: Groups will write a 1 page reflection about the collaborative process of creating a digital video and reflect on what they learned while making the video.

	20%
	Class participation: Students are expected to attend all class sessions and to participate actively in collaborative tasks, which will generally correspond to the course schedule. 

	100%
	


Materials:
· Teacher Model Video: markswackywildworld.blogspot.com (click on “Digital Video” tab)

Unit Schedule    
WEEK 1 

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	8:00-8:50
	Icebreaker

Review 

unit plan, assignments, and grading

Review Digital Video  Project Guidelines


	Continue Plan of Action activities

Group roles & responsibilities


	Computer Lab:

Digital Media Training

Student work in groups and learn how to upload files from a digital camera


	Computer Lab:

Digital Media Training

Student work in groups and learn how to upload

audio files into Audacity

	Project Time:

Computer Lab

Groups work on digital video project



	9:00-9:50
	Form groups and brainstorm project ideas
Begin Plan of Action activities

	Field Trip:

Visit departments where students can check out digital media equipment (cameras, audio recorders, video cameras)

	Computer Lab:

Digital Media Training

Student work in groups and learn how to upload video files 

	Computer Lab: Digital Media Training

Student work in groups and learn how work with MovieMaker &  iMovie


	Project Time:

Computer Lab

Groups work on digital video project



	Homework
	
	Collect Data

-take pictures

Bring digital cameras to class
	Collect Data

-audio record interviews with 2-3 people
	Collect Data

-video record
	-Continue collecting data

-meet with group 


WEEK 2
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	8:00-8:50
	Student Video Presentations (drafts)

Groups show  draft 

version of videos
Teacher and 

class  provide 

feedback on videos and what can be improved


	Project Time:

Computer Lab

Groups work on digital video project


	Peer Feedback:

Computer Lab

Groups share video with one other group. Groups provide peer feedback (what they like/areas for improvement)

	Digital Video

Presentations:

Groups give 10 minute presentation, pass out handout, and show digital video to the class


	Digital Video 

Presentations:

Groups give 10 minute presentation, pass out handout, and show digital video to the class



	9:00-9:50
	Teacher Model Video Presentation:
Show model recycling video (see “Materials”)
Pause video to show students how digital media is used in the video
	Project Time:

Computer Lab

Groups work on digital video project


	Project Time:

Computer Lab

Groups work on digital video project


	Digital Video

Presentations:

Groups give 10 minute presentation, pass out handout, and show digital video to the class


	Course Evaluations
Digital Video Self Reflection
Final Party



	Homework


	One-page Handout
Collect Data
	Reflection

Papers
	Prepare for Presentations
	Prepare for Presentations
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